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The work 
 

Work will start on Sunday 21 February 2016 to prepare 
the area for these infrastructure improvements. This 
preparatory work will take place every Sunday until 17 
July 2016 and includes preparing the track and changing 
signals, as well as setting up a site compound with 
welfare facilities at the Redbridge Park and Ride which 
will be used to temporarily store materials needed for the 
work. 

 
We will create two laydown areas closer to the site 
on the East side of the railway line. During this time we 
will also temporarily block up the watercourse to allow us 
to undertake our work. 

 
Strouds underbridge to the South of Abingdon Road will 
be rebuilt to allow us to raise the level of the track. 

 
On 30 July 2016 we will temporarily close the railway 
line between Didcot and Oxford Stations for a period 
of 16 days. A full rail replacement service will be 
in operation during this time. For further details 
please look out for updates from your train operating 
company. 

 
During the closure we will raise the level of 
the track and complete the installation of the new 
culverts under the track. The railway will be reopened 
on Monday 15 August 2016. 

 
To install the culverts we will excavate through the 
existing tracks to the correct level, install the 
prefabricated culverts and replace the track. 

 
We expect to have all work completed by Sunday 25 
September 2016. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What can I expect? 
 

In the run-up to and during the TPOD, you can expect to 
see additional vehicles in the area bringing materials to 
site. 

 
A traffic management plan will be in place ahead of the 
work to try to minimise traffic disruption and we will 
continue working with the local authority to keep traffic 
moving. 

 
Once we enter the 16 day TPOD, the orange army  
will work 24/7 to ensure that we are able to reopen 
the railway on time. The work itself is not overly noisy 
although due to the nature of the work and the rural 
location, you may experience some disruption overnight. 
We will have noise barriers in place to try to reduce any 
disturbance. 

 

Contact us 
 
• Call our 24-hour national helpline: 

0345 114141 
• email: crwest@networkrail.co.uk 
• twitter:  @networkrailwest 
• visit: www.networkrail.co.uk/great-western- 
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Flooding in the Oxford area 
has historically been an issue.  
It has notably increased since 
2000 and along with impacting 
homes and businesses, the 
flooding affects our operations. 

The Hinksey Project 
 
In order to protect the operational activity of the 
railway network we have developed a project to raise 
the level of the track up to 650mm. 

 
The work will also include installing a culvert under the 
railway line on the north section opposite the caravan 
site. This culvert will allow water to flow under the 
railway line from the west to the east side. We’ll 
ensure that our work doesn’t increase the risk of 
flooding. 

 

In the future this could contribute to reducing flood 
risk in Oxford, as part of the proposed Oxford Flood 
Alleviation Scheme. 

 
The Hinksey Flood Alleviation work will include: 

 
• £18m of investment to reduce the impact of 

flooding  
• 16 day temporary period of disruption (TPOD) 
• 650mm of track lift 
• tens of thousands of tonnes of ballast laid 
• 9 new railway points 
• 1 new railway underbridge 
• 64 Culvert units installed 
We’re confident that the work we are undertaking will 
not only help to keep people and freight moving along 
this busy section of railway but also have a greater 
impact on the community in years to come. 

 
Hinksey area 
works Schematic 

 
 
 
 
 

We have worked with the 
Environment Agency (EA), local 
councils and the Flood Alliance. 
Our work will improve the 
resilience of the railway. 
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